
 
 

December, 2016 &January, 2017 

Greetings! 
 
The months of December and January are busy ones at St. Anthony Park, 
especially for our 5th grade students.  Outlined below are several points of focus, 
suggested areas for home support in math, and a new writing project you will want 
to be aware of. 
 

Data, Landmarks  & Graphing (Unit 6) 
Focus:  The main purpose of this unit is to investigate data displays and sample 

size. Learning not just landmark definitions of: minimum, maximum, 
mode, mean or average, range and median, but also knowing have 
to apply these landmarks from a conceptual perspective when 
analyzing a graph or when asked to explain how data influences a 
landmark indicator. 

 
Areas For Home Support.  Commonly, the students need to slow down when 
making calculations, such as when adding a set of data.  Slowing down and 
showing their math thinking is a difficult task for children of this age to apply.  
Nonetheless, we are strongly encouraging our students to ask themselves: (1) 
Does my answer make sense, and (2) Did I methodically recheck my answers by 
asking:  

• Do I have my numbers neatly lined up in their proper place value column?  
• Did I correctly order the data set from minimum to maximum? 
• Is the decimal point in the correct place, if required 
• Did I include the correct unit, such as pounds or inches 



• Did I divide correctly when discerning the median of an even set of data, 
especially when the middle numbers are not presented sequentially? 
(Adding the two middle numbers together and dividing by 2, e.g., 21 + 27 = 
48. 48/2 = 24, thus, the median = 24) 

 
Pre-Algebra (Unit 7) wil l  round out the month 

of January 
An introduction to pre-algebra concepts and skills will 
begin during January.  The order of operation and the 

application of Distributive, Associative and Commutative Properties for 
adding, subtracting and multiplication will scaffold this unit.  
NOTE: Differentiated student learning will reconvene between 5th grade 
classes for Units 6 and 7. 

 
Reader’s Workshop  

As our reading groups move forward, we will continue to give 
special attention to the skill of rereading to clarify for deeper 
understanding.  This is done with whole class readings, 
interactive responses and graphic organizers.  
 
Our read-aloud story, The Boggart, is a delightful fictional 
story that takes place in Scotland and in Castle Keep. It was 
nominated for a Young Reader’s Choice Award (1994).   

 
 

Writing: Research-Based Argument –  Deadline: End of January 
The fifth grade Research-Based Argument teaches students to develop an 
informed opinion based on research from a student-selected topic. 
(ELEM4YOU.ORG is a wonderful site that can be helpful for topic selection and 
providing citations.) Students will be asked to present 
both sides to their topic and end with a persuasive 
conclusion. Currently, we are exploring topics that 
present two sides to an argument, such as, should cell 
phones be banned in the movie theater? During this 



unit the students will be taught how to:  
(1) Take notes  
(2) Paraphrase a text by excluding nonessential language and using only key 
concepts 
(3) Organize and format 
(4) Not plagiarize 
(5) Give credit where credit is due when using another author’s writing  
(6) Include a Source Page: page numbers, author’s name, year the article was 
published and titles for quotes  
 
 

Social Studies 
During December we will explore the American Indian 
Cultural Regions, e.g., Pacific Northwest to the Eastern 
Woodlands.  How and why Europeans came to the new 
world and routes of the exploration to the new world will 
see us through January. 
 
 

  
 
* December 9:  Word Masters Test 
* December 19: Family Learning Tree @ 9:40 - 10:45 
NOTE:  Informational letter is being sent home on Wednesday, 12-7.  Only sign the 
bottom if you do NOT want your child to participate. 
* December 21: Class’ White Elephant Party 
* December 22 –January 2: Winter Break – NO SCHOOL 
* January 3: Back to school  
* January 13: MLK Program (Hosted by 5th grade) 1:45 – 2:30 in Gym 
* January 16: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - NO SCHOOL 
* January 23: Murray Shadow Day for all 5th graders 
* January 27 -Professional Development – NO SCHOOL 



 
 


